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Overview of Discussion  
“Problem-solving Discussion is an effort on the part of a small group to reach 
a solution to a problem through informal interchange of facts, inferences, and 
judgments. This method of discussion seeks consensus rather than majority 
rule. The focus of this event should be the encouragement of cooperation and 

critical thinking to arrive at the collective goal of better understanding and 
problem solving.” 

 
This statement from the Minnesota State High School League Speech Rules and 
Policies Manual reflects the true spirit of this event. As discussion participants 
prepare and research, the goal should be to collect information and develop 
collaborative skills that will maximize their ability to make valuable contributions as 
members of a variety of contest groups. In rounds, all discussants should 
cooperate to achieve group consensus through both substantive (adding valuable 
information, perspectives, and analysis) and procedural (enhancing the group 
process, full participation, and positive exchange of ideas) contributions to the 
process. The category is not intended to be adversarial.  
 
 
 

Overview of This Year’s Topic  
“The establishment of our new Government seemed to be the last great 

experiment for promoting human happiness.”   
--George Washington, January 9. 1790 

 
American democracy has often been described as a “grand experiment”.  Despite 
the limitations placed upon participation in that experiment in its early days, 
democracy in America both grew and endured much trial and tribulation.  Yet is it 
unfair to ask the simple question: What is the condition of democracy as we move 
forward in the 21st century?  Has our grand experiment met its match?  This year’s 
topic will explore the many challenges facing democracy in our nation and how 
they can be overcome.  Will it require only fine tuning?  A radical overhaul?  Or 
something in between?   
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TASK INFORMATION 
 

Tasks at Invitational Tournaments 
While the Minnesota State High School League does not limit the use of topic areas 
used for Discussion at invitational speech tournaments, the Discussion Committee 
recommends the following schedule to give students experience with all parts of 
the outline: 

• Start of Regular Invitational Season – February 19: Area I, Subsection 
Topics 

• February 20 – Last Regular Season Invitational: Area II, Section Topics 
• State Tournament Tasks – Students should be prepared for tasks from both 

areas of the outline. 
Tournament Managers Please Note: Whether or not you choose to follow the 
above schedule, it is vital that you communicate to your participating schools 
which part(s) of the outline you will use and how you will be organizing your 
Discussion rounds.  

 
  

Tasks at Subsection and Section Tournaments 
Tasks for subsection and section tournaments will follow the procedure instituted in the 
2016 season – Tournaments will no longer receive a full slate of tasks from which to 
choose.  Instead, they will receive a set of four or five tasks for those tournaments.  
Those tasks will be date specific (unique to one or two sets of tournaments) and will not 
be repeated at other tournaments.   
 
The tasks themselves shall not be shared beforehand with teams competing at 
subsection or section tournaments. 
 
Rather, the specific outline sub-points used will be sent with the sets and – following 
procedure established in 2018 – must be communicated to all coaches in your sub 
and/or section within a time frame that affords adequate preparation for participating 
teams. For example: “Our [subsection/section] tournament will use Area 1, Sub-points 
A, C, D, J.” 
  
 

Tasks at State Tournament 
State tournament tasks will follow the same procedure as previous seasons.  Separate 
sets will be written for each day and chosen at random for each round of competition.  
Participants should be prepared for tasks from both areas of the outline.  
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WHAT IS THE STATE OF AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY IN THE 21ST CENTURY? 

 
2021 - 2022 MSHSL Discussion Topic Outline  

 

Discussion tasks this year will critically examine what influences the workings 
of our governmental systems in order to ask the question: Is American 
Democracy working?  Tasks for this topic should not shy away from covering 
what may be considered sensitive or difficult subject matter.  All efforts 
should be made to ensure that the questions posed to the students 
encourage critical thinking and positive group interaction. Part of critical 
thinking is to recognize political bias and to avoid thinking in absolutes. 
 
I. Influences on Our Democracy– Subsection Topic  

A. The Influence of Protest/Reform Movements. 
B. Influence and Role of Religious Belief Systems. 
C. Intersection of Technology and Government/Democracy. (voting methods, data 

collection, openness/transparency) 
D. The Role of Media of All Types (traditional and non-traditional) 
E. Lobbyists, Influence Peddlers, Bribery, Corruption (astroturf lobbying, unfair 

access). 
F. Racial Issues and Democracy. 
G. Gender Issues & Democracy. 
H. Unrealistic Expectations of Officials and Agencies.  
I. Financing of Campaigns (public financing, super PACs, foreign influence). 
J. Access to Government and Officials 

 
II.   Our Democracy From Within – Section Topic  

A. The Many Layers of Government ~ Inevitable Conflict? 
B. Direct vs. Representative Democracy (ballot reforms, ballot initiatives, 

referendums, recalls). 
C. Use and Control of the Media and Access. 
D. Status of the U.S. Constitution in the 21st Century. 
E. Disenfranchisement (codified and de facto) 
F. State and Role of Political Parties 
G. The State of Checks and Balances. 
H. Electoral College. 
I. Inconsistency Amongst the States (registration, redistricting, ballot access) 
J. Conflicts of Interest, Transparency. 
K. What Can We Learn from Other Democracies? 
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Bibliography 
 
The bibliography is a starting point for those desiring direction in researching this 
topic. This list is not meant to be exhaustive and presents only a small number of 
the resources that could be used to prepare for Discussion tasks.  
 
Area I -- Influences On Our Democracy – Subsection Topic  
 
A. The Influence of Protest/Reform Movements. 

1. “Protesting is as important as voting”. Brookings Institution, 28 August 2020. 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/08/28/protesting-is-as-
important-as-voting/ 

2. “Going Too Far: The American Public’s Attitudes toward Protest Movements”. 
Roper Center For Public Opinion Research, August 2014. 
https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/going-too-far-american-publics-attitudes-toward-
protest-movements 

3. “What Americans still want from reform: An April 2021 update”. Light, Paul C. 
Brookings Institution, 15 April 2021. 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2021/04/15/what-americans-still-want-
from-reform-an-april-2021-update/ 

4. “We're on the Brink of a New Era of Political Reform”. New American Weekly, 27 
June 2019. https://www.newamerica.org/weekly/brink-new-era-political-reform/ 

 
B. Influence and Role of Religious Belief Systems. 

1. “8 facts about religion and government in the United States”. PEW Research 
Center, 16 July 2020. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/07/16/8-facts-
about-religion-and-government-in-the-united-states/ 

2. “Why Political Sectarianism Is a Growing Threat to American Democracy”. New 
York Times, 19 April 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/us/democracy-
gop-democrats-sectarianism.html 

3.  International standards on freedom of religion of belief. United Nations Human 
Rights Office of the High Commissioner. Copyright 1996-2021.  
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/freedomreligion/pages/standards.aspx 

 
C. Intersection of Technology and Government/Democracy. (voting methods, data 

collection, openness/transparency) 
1. “Many Tech Experts Say Digital Disruption Will Hurt Democracy”. Pew Research 

Center. 21 February 2020. 
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2020/02/21/many-tech-experts-say-digital-
disruption-will-hurt-democracy/ 

2. “Will Technology Kill Democracy—Or Reinvent It?” Forbes, 8 September 2019.  
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brookmanville/2019/09/08/will-technology-kill-
democracyor--reinvent-it/?sh=51ef0f1c6a1b  

3. “Technology a double-edged sword for U.S. election security”. Botelho, Bridget. 
TechTarget, 14 December 2020. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/08/28/protesting-is-as-important-as-voting/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/08/28/protesting-is-as-important-as-voting/
https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/going-too-far-american-publics-attitudes-toward-protest-movements
https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/going-too-far-american-publics-attitudes-toward-protest-movements
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2021/04/15/what-americans-still-want-from-reform-an-april-2021-update/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2021/04/15/what-americans-still-want-from-reform-an-april-2021-update/
https://www.newamerica.org/weekly/brink-new-era-political-reform/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/07/16/8-facts-about-religion-and-government-in-the-united-states/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/07/16/8-facts-about-religion-and-government-in-the-united-states/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/us/democracy-gop-democrats-sectarianism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/us/democracy-gop-democrats-sectarianism.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/freedomreligion/pages/standards.aspx
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2020/02/21/many-tech-experts-say-digital-disruption-will-hurt-democracy/
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2020/02/21/many-tech-experts-say-digital-disruption-will-hurt-democracy/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brookmanville/2019/09/08/will-technology-kill-democracyor--reinvent-it/?sh=51ef0f1c6a1b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brookmanville/2019/09/08/will-technology-kill-democracyor--reinvent-it/?sh=51ef0f1c6a1b


 

6 
 

https://searchsecurity.techtarget.com/Technology-a-double-edged-sword-for-US-
election-security 

 
 
D. The Role of Media of All Types (traditional, non-traditional, social) 

1. “THE DARK PSYCHOLOGY OF SOCIAL NETWORKS: Why it feels like 
everything is going haywire”. The Atlantic, December 2019.  
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/12/social-media-
democracy/600763/ 

2. “Measuring the news and its impact on democracy”. Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the United State of America, 13 April 2021. 
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/15/e1912443118  

3. “Six ways the media influence elections”. Brichacek, Andra. University of Oregon 
School of Journalism and Communication, 18 October 2020. 
https://journalism.uoregon.edu/news/six-ways-media-influences-elections 

 
E. Lobbyists, Influence Peddlers, Bribery, Corruption (astro-turf lobbying, unfair 

access) 
1. “Lobbying in the 21st Century: Transparency, Integrity and Access”. The 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, 20 May 2021. 
https://www.oecd.org/corruption-integrity/reports/lobbying-in-the-21st-century-
c6d8eff8-en.html 

2. “‘Grassroots’ bot campaigns are coming. Governments don’t have a plan to stop 
them”. Farrell, Henry and Schneier, Bruce. The Washington Post, 20 May 2021. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/05/20/ai-bots-grassroots-astroturf/ 

3. “Corporate money in politics threatens US Democracy - or does it?”. University of 
Rochester, 6 July 2020.  
https://www.rochester.edu/newscenter/does-money-in-politics-threaten-us-
democracy-442802/ 

 
F. Racial Issues and Democracy. 

1. “American Politics Now Has Two Big Racial Divides” FiveThirtyEight, 3 May 
2021.  https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/american-politics-now-has-two-big-
racial-divides/ 

2. “America’s broken democracy must be fixed”. VOX, 21 September 2020. 
https://www.vox.com/21446880/just-democracy-reform-gun-violence-police-
brutality-climate-change 

3. “The Changing Racial and Ethnic Composition of the U.S. Electorate”. Igielnik, 
Ruth and Budiman, Abby. The Pew Research Center, 23 September 2020. 
  https://www.pewresearch.org/2020/09/23/the-changing-racial-and-ethnic-
composition-of-the-u-s-electorate/ 

 
G. Gender Issues and Democracy. 

1. “A Century After Women Gained the Right To Vote, Majority of Americans See 
Work To Do on Gender Equality”. Horowitz, Juliana Menasce and Igielnik, Ruth. 
Pew Research Center, 7 July 2020. 

https://searchsecurity.techtarget.com/Technology-a-double-edged-sword-for-US-election-security
https://searchsecurity.techtarget.com/Technology-a-double-edged-sword-for-US-election-security
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/12/social-media-democracy/600763/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/12/social-media-democracy/600763/
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/15/e1912443118
https://journalism.uoregon.edu/news/six-ways-media-influences-elections
https://www.oecd.org/corruption-integrity/reports/lobbying-in-the-21st-century-c6d8eff8-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/corruption-integrity/reports/lobbying-in-the-21st-century-c6d8eff8-en.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/05/20/ai-bots-grassroots-astroturf/
https://www.rochester.edu/newscenter/does-money-in-politics-threaten-us-democracy-442802/
https://www.rochester.edu/newscenter/does-money-in-politics-threaten-us-democracy-442802/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/american-politics-now-has-two-big-racial-divides/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/american-politics-now-has-two-big-racial-divides/
https://www.vox.com/21446880/just-democracy-reform-gun-violence-police-brutality-climate-change
https://www.vox.com/21446880/just-democracy-reform-gun-violence-police-brutality-climate-change
https://www.pewresearch.org/2020/09/23/the-changing-racial-and-ethnic-composition-of-the-u-s-electorate/
https://www.pewresearch.org/2020/09/23/the-changing-racial-and-ethnic-composition-of-the-u-s-electorate/
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https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/07/07/a-century-after-women-
gained-the-right-to-vote-majority-of-americans-see-work-to-do-on-gender-
equality/ 

2. “Record number of state bills in 2021 impact transgender rights, advocacy group 
says”. Deliso, Meredith. ABC News, 12 March 2021. 
https://abcnews.go.com/US/record-number-state-bills-2021-impact-transgender-
rights/story?id=76401800 

3. “EXPLAINER: What to know about the new Texas abortion law”. Weber, Paul J. 
and Lieb, David A. AP News, 2 September 2021. 
https://apnews.com/article/health-texas-us-supreme-court-laws-gun-politics-
15b5ade8ad341cd7f9e61da10a994c43 

 
H. Financing of Campaigns (public financing, super PAC, foreign influence). 

1. “Campaign Finance in the United States: Assessing an Era of Fundamental 
Change”. Bipartisan Policy Center, January 2018.  
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/download/?file=/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/BPC-
Democracy-Campaign-Finance-in-the-United-States.pdf 

2. “Ten years on, Citizens United ruling has changed U.S. politics — but not in the 
way many feared”. Los Angeles Times, 12 January 2020. 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-01-12/citizens-united-ruling-
anniversary-how-it-changed-american-politics 

3. Public Financing of Campaigns. Common Cause, 29 August 2018. 
https://www.commoncause.org/california/wp-
content/uploads/sites/29/2018/08/Public-Financing-of-Campaigns.pdf 

4. “Seattle passes campaign finance curbs on 'foreign-influenced' firms”. Reuters, 
13 January 2020. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-politics-seattle/seattle-
passes-campaign-finance-curbs-on-foreign-influenced-firms-idUSKBN1ZD04T  

5. “Why candidates with little hope of winning are raising more money than ever”. 
Skelley, Geoffrey. Fivethirtyeight, 26 August 2021. 
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-long-shot-candidates-are-raising-more-
money-than-ever/ 

 
I. Access to Government and Officials  

1. “Moving Beyond Traditional Civic Education”. Gu, Kenny. Harvard Political 
Review, 23 August 2021. https://harvardpolitics.com/broadening-civic-education/ 

2. “Voters to Congress: Are you listening?”. Cioffi, Chris. Roll Call, 17 March 2021. 
https://www.rollcall.com/2021/03/17/voters-to-congress-are-you-listening/ 

3. “Democracy or Plutocracy? - America’s Existential Question”. Mahbubani, 
Kishore. Center for International Relations and Sustainable Development, 
Horizons, Autumn 2020, Issue No 17. 
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-autumn-2020-issue-no-
17/democracy-or-plutocracy---americas-existential-question 

  
 
 
 

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/07/07/a-century-after-women-gained-the-right-to-vote-majority-of-americans-see-work-to-do-on-gender-equality/
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/07/07/a-century-after-women-gained-the-right-to-vote-majority-of-americans-see-work-to-do-on-gender-equality/
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2020/07/07/a-century-after-women-gained-the-right-to-vote-majority-of-americans-see-work-to-do-on-gender-equality/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/record-number-state-bills-2021-impact-transgender-rights/story?id=76401800
https://abcnews.go.com/US/record-number-state-bills-2021-impact-transgender-rights/story?id=76401800
https://apnews.com/article/health-texas-us-supreme-court-laws-gun-politics-15b5ade8ad341cd7f9e61da10a994c43
https://apnews.com/article/health-texas-us-supreme-court-laws-gun-politics-15b5ade8ad341cd7f9e61da10a994c43
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/download/?file=/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/BPC-Democracy-Campaign-Finance-in-the-United-States.pdf
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/download/?file=/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/BPC-Democracy-Campaign-Finance-in-the-United-States.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-01-12/citizens-united-ruling-anniversary-how-it-changed-american-politics
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-01-12/citizens-united-ruling-anniversary-how-it-changed-american-politics
https://www.commoncause.org/california/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2018/08/Public-Financing-of-Campaigns.pdf
https://www.commoncause.org/california/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2018/08/Public-Financing-of-Campaigns.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-politics-seattle/seattle-passes-campaign-finance-curbs-on-foreign-influenced-firms-idUSKBN1ZD04T
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-politics-seattle/seattle-passes-campaign-finance-curbs-on-foreign-influenced-firms-idUSKBN1ZD04T
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-long-shot-candidates-are-raising-more-money-than-ever/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/why-long-shot-candidates-are-raising-more-money-than-ever/
https://harvardpolitics.com/broadening-civic-education/
https://www.rollcall.com/2021/03/17/voters-to-congress-are-you-listening/
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-autumn-2020-issue-no-17/democracy-or-plutocracy---americas-existential-question
https://www.cirsd.org/en/horizons/horizons-autumn-2020-issue-no-17/democracy-or-plutocracy---americas-existential-question
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Area II – Our Democracy From Within – Section Topic  
 
A. The Many Layers of Government ~ Inevitable Conflict? 

1. “America’s Governments Are at War with Each Other”. Greenblatt, Alan. 
Governing, 23 July 2020. 
https://www.governing.com/now/americas-governments-are-at-war-with-each-
other.html 

2. Preemptive conflicts between state and local governments. Ballotpedia,  
https://ballotpedia.org/Preemption_conflicts_between_state_and_local_governm
ents 

3. “Federalism — the Relationship between Federal and State Government”. 
Medium, 19 May 2019. https://medium.com/@faizan81/federalism-the-
relationship-between-federal-and-state-government-d9d8074edd75  

4. “Pandemic Provokes City vs. State Conflicts”. PEW Charitable Trust, 14 April 
2021. https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-
analysis/blogs/stateline/2021/04/14/pandemic-provokes-city-vs-state-conflicts  

 
B. Direct vs. Representative Democracy (ballot reforms, ballot initiatives, referendums, 

recalls). 
1. “Major Study Finds 2020 Voters Seeking Candidates Who Will Be More 

Responsive to the People”. Program for Public Consultation, University of 
Maryland, 30 January 2019. 
https://publicconsultation.org/redblue/responding_voter_dissatisfaction/ 

2. “More ballot initiatives won’t make Americans feel better about politics”. The 
Fulcrum, 26 September 2019.  https://thefulcrum.us/expanding-direct-
democracy-wont-make-americans-feel-better-about-politics 

3. “Voters finally found a way to get things done and now politicians are thwarting 
them”. USA Today, 16 April 2019. 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/04/16/protect-direct-democracy-
expand-strengthen-ballot-initiatives-column/3468059002/ 

 
C. Use and Control of the Media and Access.  

1. “How Democracies Can Win an Information Contest Without Undercutting Their 
Values”. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2 August 2021. 
“https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/08/02/how-democracies-can-win-
information-contest-without-undercutting-their-values-pub-85058 

2. “The Government Needs to Find Big Tech a New Business Model”. Teachout, 
Zephyr. The Atlantic, 21 February 2021. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/02/government-needs-find-big-
tech-new-business-model/618099/ 

3. “How Social Media is Shaping Political Campaigns”. Knowledge@Wharton: 
University of Pennsylvania, 17 August 
2020https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/how-social-media-is-shaping-
political-campaigns/ 

 
 

https://www.governing.com/now/americas-governments-are-at-war-with-each-other.html
https://www.governing.com/now/americas-governments-are-at-war-with-each-other.html
https://ballotpedia.org/Preemption_conflicts_between_state_and_local_governments
https://ballotpedia.org/Preemption_conflicts_between_state_and_local_governments
https://medium.com/@faizan81/federalism-the-relationship-between-federal-and-state-government-d9d8074edd75
https://medium.com/@faizan81/federalism-the-relationship-between-federal-and-state-government-d9d8074edd75
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2021/04/14/pandemic-provokes-city-vs-state-conflicts
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2021/04/14/pandemic-provokes-city-vs-state-conflicts
https://publicconsultation.org/redblue/responding_voter_dissatisfaction/
https://thefulcrum.us/expanding-direct-democracy-wont-make-americans-feel-better-about-politics
https://thefulcrum.us/expanding-direct-democracy-wont-make-americans-feel-better-about-politics
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/04/16/protect-direct-democracy-expand-strengthen-ballot-initiatives-column/3468059002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/04/16/protect-direct-democracy-expand-strengthen-ballot-initiatives-column/3468059002/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/08/02/how-democracies-can-win-information-contest-without-undercutting-their-values-pub-85058
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/08/02/how-democracies-can-win-information-contest-without-undercutting-their-values-pub-85058
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/02/government-needs-find-big-tech-new-business-model/618099/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/02/government-needs-find-big-tech-new-business-model/618099/
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/how-social-media-is-shaping-political-campaigns/
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/how-social-media-is-shaping-political-campaigns/
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D. Status of the U.S. Constitution in the 21st Century. 
1. “The Public, the Political System and American Democracy.” Pew Research 

Center, 26 April 2018. https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2018/04/26/the-
public-the-political-system-and-american-democracy/  

2. “Citizens constitutional convention can bring about change we need”. The Hill, 10 
February 2019.  https://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/429249-citizens-
constitutional-convention-can-bring-change-we-need 

3. “The U.S. Constitution is hopelessly outdated. It’s time to re-envision it”.  Salon, 
10 December 2020. https://www.salon.com/2020/12/10/the-us-constitution-is-
hopelessly-outdated-its-time-to-re-envision-it  

 
E. Disenfranchisement (codified and de facto) 

1. “Is America a democracy? If so, why does it deny millions the vote?” The 
Guardian, 7 November 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2019/nov/07/is-america-a-democracy-if-so-why-does-it-deny-millions-the-
vote 

2. “America’s Unique Kind of Disenfranchisement: America, unlike most 
democracies, maintains barriers to ex-felons voting, which affects millions.” 
Foreign Policy, 5 November 2020. https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/05/america-
ex-felon-disenfranchisement-democracies/ 

3. “Fourteen states have enacted 22 new laws making it harder to vote”. CNN, 28 
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